


The new European Standard BS EN 13280 for GRP tanks, Annex M, and BS 4213 for 
Thermoplastic tanks, Appendix R, provides in detail the parameters required for the respective 
product types. It’s not the duty of the cistern or tank manufacturer to design a suitable base.  
 
The Additional Information notes provided by individual tank manufacturers provide the 
duty of care advice expected of specialist manufacturers and subcontractors.  Typically; 
 

As stated previously 
base support 
materials required to 
constructed of 
durable materials. 
Chipboard sheeting 
should not be used. 
The risk of water 
damage to the 
support base is not 
from vessel failure 
but from close 
proximity faulty 
pipe joints.  
 
 

 
Ideally for flat-
bottomed tanks and 
cisterns, marine ply 
would be ideal 
however in these cost 
conscious days, 
waterproof ply 
shuttering would be a 
satisfactory 
alternative. 
 
Lets hope the message 
eventually gets 
through.  
 
 
 
Wouldn’t it make our lives so much simpler if Contractors read 
and acted on the information provided? 
 
 
Note: Information is provided for guidance only 
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